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Channel |slands Mational Marine Sanctuary

The MOAA RA Shearwaler was on display and open for dockside tours on Saturday, January
31, 2004 far the Sanla Barbara Marilime Museurn's (SBMM) Community Day Evenl. Owear 400
paople participated in SBMM Community Day at the Santa Barbara Waterfront. Hands-on
slalions incleded a critler bouch lank hosted by Universily of Calilornia Sanla Barbara's Marineg
Sclence Institute, a ROV demonstralion hosted by Santa Barbara City College's Marine
Technology =ludents, kelp beds, baskel weaving, dockside tours of the BAY Shearwater and The
US Coast Guard cutter Blacklin, The Channel slands Argonauts were akso inviled 1o prasent
their poster projects to the community, which compared and confrasted the isthmus of Panama
1o the Channel Islands, or the fropical rainforests to the kelp forests, or the native Panamanian
people 1o the Chumash indians

The class of 2004 Channel sands Naturalist Corps volunieers graduated from the Naturalist
Corps training program on Saturday, Janwary 31, The 110 Channel [slands Maturalist Conps
volunteers are cross-frained by both the sanciuary and Channel Islands National Park. They
provide naturalist and cutreach services aboard whalewaltching trips, community festivals and
awanis, in area schools, and on nature hikas in the Channel Islands.

Oin February Sth, the California Fish and Game voled 1o list the Xantu's murrelel as threatened
under the California Endangered Species Act. The Xaniu's murralet key habitat is the Channel
Islands, with the largest nesting population on Santa Barbara Island, Key threats to this small
seabird include habitat loss, excessive nest predation by invasive and native species (rats, dear
mice), kow nesting rates, and distwbance. The superintendent of Channel iglands Naticnal Park
and the manager of the Channel Islands National Maring Sanciuary both pledged to continue
maonitaring, conduct research and to support ongoing recovery efforts. The sanciuary's A
Sheaanwaler will suppart this season’s almost weekly nesling surveys, baginning on March 22nd.

On February 101k, the sanctuary hosted a Marine Wildlite Viewing Workshop as aparlof a
series ol workshops hosted by Calitornia sancluaries, NOAA Fisheries, and the NMFS Office o
Protected Fesources. The workshop brought over 50 communily usar groups logaether 1o
discuss ssues pertaining 1o responsibly viewing Callfornia marine life and to recelwe input an
the draft publication "Responsibly Watching Callfornia’s Marine Wildife: A Handbook for Ocean
Usars” (at hitp:Swww, sanctuarkes, nos noaa.goviibrarymational wwhandbook, pdi),

Gulf of the Farallones National Marine Sanctuary

Ciourt TV s program “Exlreme Evidence” leatured several shipwrecks in the Gulf of the
Farallonas as suspesd sourcas of many oil spill and tarball incidents, which over tha years hava
ailed and killed ssabirds and olhar marine wildlile. The slory explored a numbear ol possible
sources ol the ail, ineluding tha sunken tanker Fuero Rican. Howsaver, thraugh high-1ech
malecular “ingerprinting,” sciantists matched the “mystary spill” oil with that remaining in the
shipwreck Jacob Luckenbach, a freighter headed for Korea that sank in 1953, In 2002, the



Farallones sanctuary ook part in the lightering operation, which removed 100,000 gallons af ail
from the wrack

At the Gulf of the Farallones' Crissy FieldPresidio Visitor Center, 2004 got off to an impressive
slart. A total of 2,909 visitors came through the center, the highest January atfendance since
the center opened in 1998, Formal education programs for seventy-one students from four
schools, inchuding touch-tank, building dioramas of sanciuary wildlife and habitats, and cutdoor
activilies at Crissy Field Beach. Ages ranged from three o sixiesn years.

On February 111h, the sanctuary convanad ils 7ih Bennial Ressarch Workshap in San
Francisco's Presidio o focus on scienlilic invesligalions, educalion and current and emearging
Esibes relating 1o the manne envircnment. This mulli-disciplinary symposium included whals
bickogiels, seabird specialisls, oceanographers, geographers, marine bolanists, ecologists,
rescurce managers and educators from academia, localistateTedaral agencies and non-
governmental organizations. The forum represented an opporiunity for the scenfific community
1o leam aboul the latest in research technalogy and scienfific investigations, The sympasium
encouraged development of new partnerships and strengthening established ones with
governmental and non-governmental institutions, to taciitate collaborations and pooling of
resources such as field equipment, ship time and other logistical needs, The sanctuary used
this &5 an opportunity o update researchers on the progress of their Joint Management Flan
Review. The sanctuary will also use the results from this meeting 1o meet polential partners and
discuss additional reviaw and conlribution ta our drall Managament Plan. Absiract requests
ware senl o over B00 ressarchars and marine educabors, privale organizations, schoals and
public agencies known fo be invesligaling ar educaling the public aboul the ecosyslam within
the ragion. This year over 70 absiracts were submitted. Workshop Proceedings will be posted
an e al

O itara

The sanctuary continues o work with the Office of California Office of Splll Prevention and
Response on revising the San Francisco Bay Area Confingancy Plan, which is the regional plan
for wildlife response efiorts in the event of an oil spill. The plan covers the outer coast from
southern San Maleo County through northern Sonoma CGounfly and all San Francisco Bay area
counlies. Conlinuad close coordinalion with state officials is expectad. The final plan is dus this
SLITIMET.

The Mel Fisher Maritime Museum celebrates thelr new accreditation from the American
Association of Museums, Less than 805 of the nation's museums are accredited,  The kel
Fisher Maritime Museum is the first museum in Monroe County io be accredited, The
musewm's exhibiions attract almost 200,000 patrans annually, making it the most vistted history
museum in the Southeast. The Florida Keys Nabonal Marine Sanciuary maintains a good
ralationship with the Mussum, which also displays NOAA artifacts in a collection from a 1733
Galleon wrecked al Colling Palch. The renewal of the Curalorial Services Agreement belwean
the Florda Keys National Marine Sanctuary and the Mel Fisher Marilime Herifage Sociaty thal
provides Tor professional cane and managament, reposilory Tacility, insurance and propssr
display or starage of the NOAA artitacts is pending.



Flowwer Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary
The sanctuary gave a one-hour presentation to 55 Naturalists of the Galvestion Bay Area

chapler of the Texas Mastor Naturalist program as part of thelr continuing education program.
Sponsored state-wide by the Texas Parks & Wildife Depariment and the Texas Cooperative
Extension Semvice (including Sea Grant), the "Texas Master Naturalist” program develops a
kocal corps of volunteers o provide edecation, outreach, and service dedicated to the beneficial
management of natural resources and natural areas within their communities.  Participanis
volunteer for activities and evenis such as restoralion projects, classroom presentations & field
frips, beach clean-ups, ele. As a resull ol the preasantation, some of the naluralisls ara
interested in proposing that SCUBA cartification andfor participation in Flower Garden Banks
wiorkshops and "Maluralis! on Board™ trainings ba approved by their administration for advancead
training cradit,

BASLe B LILs i [ 1] = LA LI Lul-l -

The National Marine Sanctuary Foundation and Hawail's world-rencwned hotel chain Quirigger
Hotels & Resorts announced a one-of-a-kind public-private agreement this waek that allows the
hotel chain to offer unigue educational opportunities about the sanciuary 1o s guests. The
Foundation will coordinate a series of permanent educational exhibits, expert leciures, ocean
activities and community service projects at Qutrigger’s various properties. By far the most
novel component is the Marine Life Fiosk, a prototype that took more than twio vears to
complete. The evanl marking the signing of the agreemeant was a remendous success. All Taur
Hawaii TV slalions coverad the announcaemeni as weall as prinl media. The sanciuary's
manager reprasanted MOAA, Represanting the Toundation was board mambear Jean-Michel
Cousteau. The Outrigger chain's general manager and the CED were present to make the
announcement, Mumerous pre-schoolers wearing whale hals that they made during the
educational program were surrounding the podium

On February 7, 2004 the annual Oter Bowl competition was held at Monterey Peninsula
Callege inm Monterey, co-hosted by the Monteray Bay Malional Marine Sanctuary and tha MATE
Canter. Owvar 80 high school students and teachers participalad in tha annual maring sciencea
compelition, ons of 24 conducied nationally and coordinated by CORE - Consarlium for
Oceancgraphic Ressarch and Education. Over 50 volunteers support the evant, and many
local businesses provided prizes and in-kind suppor. One of the new teams, Albany High
School, recruited under the diversity initiative, came In second to the four-year relgning
champlons - Mission San José,

Monterey Bay National Marine Sanciuary manager and select staff met with 15 representatives
of MOAA Fisheries and the Pacific Fisheries Management Council {PFMC), including Don
Melzaac, Exscutive Director of the Council. The purpase of the meating was o discuss various
intra-agency perspeclives on ecosystemn prataction, its interfacs with fishaerias managament,
and the fishary related companents of the sanctuarny’s draft managemsant plan. Slafl gave
presaeniations on plans addressing Special Maring Prolected Aroas, the Effects of Trawling on
Benlhic Habitats, Davideon Ssamount, Fisheries Issues in Research and Education, and Krill
Harvesting. Areas of potential cooparation were idantified, and tha sancluary receiad
constructive Input on means to effectively pursue the stralegies that were presentad.
Additionally, sevaral areas lar spetilic aclion wears identiliad by way ol either racommendation



ar reqguest on the part of NOAA Fisharas and PEMC stall, including presantations al upcoming
PFMC meatings and development of an MOU between PFMC, NOAA Fishaeros Southwast
Region, and NROAMA National Ocean Service, patternad after the MOU developad by Gray's Feo
MWational Maring Sanctuary with the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council,

I'-Ihkupapapﬂ Dmcm'er'_ur l'.!'-enter fl::ur the Nn:vrtl'lwesdem Hawauan Islanl:ls Coral Reef Ecosystem
Resarve in Hile continuas 1o have an oulslanding daily visitor counl. For the days af Feb 10-14,
2004 Ihare ware a lolal of 1, 386 visilors.

Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary

Ed Bowlby, Fesearch Coordinator, gave a presentation on sea ofters, scosystams and resource
isspes of Olyvmpic Coast Mational Maring Sanctuary to the Mational Association of Sclence
Wiriters on Feb. 11. C.J. Casson of the Seatile Aquanum was a co-presenter and he spoke an
animal hushandry and ovarall Aquariem highlights,

Oin February 26, 2004, the Program announced that it will establish a Northern Management
Area (NMA) within the Manleray Bay National Maring Sancluary. This area exlends from thea
San MateosSania Cruz ling norlhward 1o thea existing bowndary betwean the Manleray Bay and
Gull of the Farallones Malional Marine Sanciuaries. The current legal boundaries af the fwo
sanctuaries will not be changed. The Gulf of the Farallones sanciuary will assumse full
managemant and adminisrative responsibilities of the NMA in March 2004, This issua has
recehved significant attention from the Members of Congress, area communities, local
governments and the media for the last seven yvears, Since Monterey Bay Sanctuary's
designation in 1982, the northern portion of the sanctuary has been under co-management with
the Guif of the Farallones Sanctuary. The NMSP decided o resolve the co-management issue
during the Joint Management Plan Review process (JMPR), a process currently underway io
ravise the managemani plans of Monlsrey Bay, Gulf of the Farallones and Cordell Bank
Sancluaries. The kbeal communilies of the MMA have Tor yaars fell geographically aligned with
the Guil of the Faralbones Sancluary. This new managemen! structure sseks o enhanca
sanctuary resource management by keeping the communities closer 1o the managing sancluary
slall, This solulion is the resull of an open public process, and a rigorows dala collection and
analyses, The MMSP considerad input from the JMPR boundary assessment team, advisory
councils, general publlc, and local and federally elected officlals, This is a long-term solution
that gives one sanciuary the declslon-making authority, brings both advisory councils together,
and aligns the sanctuary management o encourage more community involvement. This
decision was made to maximize community padicipation and ownership in sancteary
management.

Mational Marine Sanctuary Program’s Charyl Graham has been appointed (0 Serie as mem ber
of the Board of Directors of tha newly established University of Morth Carclina Coastal Studies
Insfifute, The Institute was established in January 2003 to meet the maring science educational
and research needs for the northeast regional of Morth Caroling, The Institule will foous its
research efforls in four areas: 1) maritims history and naufical archaeclogy, 2) coastal
processes, 3 estuarineg ecology, and 4) tourism and coastal resources management. The



Institule will wark collaboratively wilh the flive olher marine science centars: Elizabeth City Slala
University, East Carolina University, UNGC al Chapal Hill, Morth Carolina State University, and
UNC at Wilmington. Board members are asked 1o sarve a thrae-yoar term.

NOAA announces the commencement of the largest Morth Pacific humpback whale study ever
underiaken. The study-Struciure of Populations, Level of Abundance, and Status of
Humpbacks {3PLASH}--is unprecedented in its international cooperation and geographic scope.
Researchers from the LL3., Japan, Russia, Mexico, Canada, Philippines, Costa Rica, Panama,
Micaragua and Guatamala are collaborating in this efforl 1o undarsiand the populalion structure
al humpback whales across tha North Pacific, and to assess the stalus, lrends and polenlial
hifman impacls o this population.

Caniel J. Basta, direcior of the Naticnal Marine Sanctuary Program, presented a leciure on the
program's USS Alligator Project to approximately 100 midshipmen and Taculty at the LS, Naval
Academy on February 4. The NMSP and the Mawy's Office of Maval Research initiated the
Alligator Project im 2002 in an effort to shed new light on America's maritime heritage, The U5,
MWaval Academy has supported this project throwgh independant and capsione research
conducted by midshipmen in the Oceanography and Ocean Engineering Departments. As the
Mavy's first submarine, the LI5S Aligator holds a special meaning to naval submariners who are
anzious to help the program uncover the secrets of this remarkatde vessel.

The nalional education coordinatar for the Mabional Marine Sancluary Program, lravelad to
Fanama lo parlicipate in the JASON Project's lifteenth expadilion fitled “Rainforesis at tha
Crossroads.” Conceived by Dr. Bob Ballard, the noled cecsan explorer who discovared The
wreck of the Titanic, the JASON Foundalion for Educalion/The JASON Project is one of NOAA'S
mast significant paints of entry into America’s classrooms, reaching over 1.7 million studants
and 34,000 teachers every vear. The JASON Project is sponsored by the JASON Foundation
for Education, the nation's leading provider of experienced-based science and math curriculum
and professional development for grades 4-9, with financial support from NOAA,

In parinership with the Magothy River Association and the United States Naval Academy, the
Mational Marine Sancluary Program trained 14 Maval Academy Midshipman in kow-visitility
science diving o prepare tham 1o assist in an oyster restoration projest in the Magalhy River, a
branch of the Chesapsake Bay near Annapalis, Maryland. This vear's raining, cansisting of
pool and classroom Sessons, marks the fourth year of This unigue parinership thal has lead o
significant oyster repopulation in the river.

Mational and Iocal leaders [oined Deputy Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and
Atmosphere Tim Keeney on Feb, 19 at the groundbreaking of the Florida Keys Eco-Discovery
Center, President Bush's chief environmental advisor Jim Connawghton, the Chair of CEC;
Congresswoman lleana Ros-Lehifinen; ocean explorer Jean-kMchel Cousteau and Key West
Mayor Jimmy Weskley parficipated in the evenl. The Eco-Discovery Canler will be a world-
class visilor facility, part of the three-building Dr. Maney Foster Florida Keays Environmeantal
Complax, which is slated 1o open in the summear of 2005 at the Truman Annex in Kay Wast.
Tha canter will featura 8,000 squara lesat ol ntaractive, professionally davelopad axhibils an the
Florida Keys, and locus on human inferaclion with the environmant, the managemeant of maring
profecied areas, and the marilime cullure and history of the area. 1 will be managed by the
Florida Keys Mational Marine Sanciuary.



The American Zoo and Aquarium Associalion (AZA) will hast thair annuwal AZA Capilal Hill
reception on May 11, 2004 in the Cannon House Caucus Aoom. AZA has chosen the theme:
“Partners in Consarvation® far this vear's event, and has decided to showcasa three of thalr
paringrs: the Mational Maring Sanctuary Program (NMSP), the National Geographic Society and
the Wildiife Conservation Society, Actor John Cleese has been invited to be the Master of
Ceremany (o be confimed), and Jack Hanna, internationally acclaimed wildlife conservationist,
will be the keynote speaker. NMEP signed a mamorandum of agreement with the 424 in fall
20053, Through this partnership, the AZA can facilitate the relationship between the NMSF and
major and aguaria across the couniry.  The AZA is a nonprofit organization dedicated 1o the
advancarment al Zoos and aguariums in conservalion, aducalion, science, and recrealion. The
AZA has 213 member institulions. Appraximately 30 are aguaria another 20 are combined
Zoos and agquana, the fest are 2005, Tha institutions recelve 142 million visitars annually. On
March 18, 2004, NMSP will host the board members of the American Zoo and Agquariunm
Association (AZA) for a lekd trip o the Channel Island Malional Marine Sanctuary. This trip will
allow directors from major zoo and aguaria io meet NM3F managers and discuss concrate
sleps 1o implement the NMSP-AZA Memarandum of Agreement signed in November 2003,

On February 9, thie AMondfor Mational Marine Sanctuary manager, headguartiers Mational Marine
Sanctuary staff, and representalives from Booz Allen parficipated in a mesting at Nauticus, the
Mational Maritime Center in Morfolk, o discuss the establishment of a NMSP office and exhibit
at Mauticus. The exhibit will focus on MMSPs Mariime Heritage Program. The meeting was
allended by several Naulicus senkor slall members and reprasentatives from the NOAR'S
Chesapeakse Bay Program, who are also establishing an office and exhibil al Nauticus. It was
agreed ihal the next slep was lo develop a preliminary concapld for the MMSFP exhibil, similar o
one already developed by MOAN's Chesapeake Bay Program with assislance from an exhibit
dasign firm,

On February 15-20, the Mational Marine Sanctuary Program Education Coordinator and the
Mational Ooeanographic Data Center co-chaired a two-day spedal session on environmeanial
education {Lising Realdima Environmental Data for Education) at the American Society of
Limnolegy and Oceancgraphy and the Oceancgraphy Society Ocean Ressarch Confarence in
Hawaii. The sessions were extremely well atlendsd wilth over 50 parlicipanis for each of ths 22
sessions. Collaborators included the Maonterey Bay Aquarium Rasearch nstitule and Texas
AEM.

On February 21-22, the National Marine Sancluary Program's Education Team spofsored a
two-day Dive Into Education maring sclence education workshop, a professional development
workshop for 85 K-12 teachers in Hawall, Edecators representing 14 different maring protected
areas of the Mational Marine Sanctuary Program provided 36 sessions almed at providing
teachers with the knowledge and resources necessary to bring marine science into Hawaii
claggrooms, This Dive into Education workshop was conceived and organized by the Mational
Maring Sanctuary Program and co-spansored by Hawaii's Coastal Zons Managament Program
and America Samoa Coastal Zone Program.

The National Marine Sanctuary Program i in the procass of evaluating how the program's
mandate is mel through partinarships with non-NOAA organizations. Each individual national
maring sancluary has compleled a thorough census of all of their parinerships, as weall as an
intermal survey 1o describe more in depth how partmers are providing critical services to the
MMSP. While the analysis of the respanses is undarway, a preliminary review shows that the 13



sancluaries, the 1 coral real ecosyslem resenve, tha regional olfices, and headguartars have
together over 424 separale partners involved Inas many as 385 ditterent parmerships. The
partnaring Instiiutions represent a wide range of organizations, such as kocal, state and federal
government agencies, LS. Terrtories, Native fribes, local schools, teacher associations, majgor
universities and their research laboratories, nof-for-prafit organizations, private cifizens, and
industry (such as oil and gas, tourism vemures, etc.), The parinerships are integrated in critical
educational, scientific and sanctuary management activities.

On a lalelul day in November 1208, the paddlewheel sleamer Porlland and ils 1592 passangars
and crew perished in a noreaster. For years, the location of the ship remained a mystery. In the
summer of 3002, the Nabional Marine Sancluary Program and MURC- the Universily of
Connecticul confirmed the localion of the wreck inside NOAN's Slellwagen Bank Mational
Maring Sanctuary. The Science Channel joined researchers on the mission o chronicle the
expadition in high definition wideo caplured from a remotely operated vehicle. The product s a
S0-minute documentary with sfunning images of the wreck seen for the first time, offering new
ingsight into this

maritime mysiery, The exceptional documentary, “The Wreck of the Portland.” cradits NOAA
throughout the film. It airs March 5, 2004, at & p.m. on The Science Channed,

The National Marine Sanctuary Program was nofified that two of its film shors in the Sanctuary
Cuest film series, ‘Scientists at Sea” and ‘Hidden Habitats® won 2003 Telly Awards. The Telly
Awards are the non-broadeast film and video awards that are lika the Emmy Awards for
broadoast TV, The films caplure sanciluary projecis and are used for educational purposas al
the West Coasi sanciuaries.



